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estling in the moun

tains, Maravoor 1s

known for its rich

cultural heritage and
biodiversity. With its unique dol
mens, caves, rock edicts and
engravings, its history harks back
to the Stone Age civilization, as
carlv as 10,000 BC. Ir is also
famious as : I'L"|1I|l|||l.!:"| o f!'lt'\.11l'.
nal plants, and has more than
1,000 specics of lowering plants,
Chinnar, the wildhite sancruary
in Maravoor, has the largest
recorded number of reprilian
he

fauna in Kerala, including 1
B |

mugger crocodile, as well as 225
SpecCics & ]| |."III|.1'H. the rare white
bison, ¢clephant, tiger, leopard
,l|'|l.1 l.;ll.;\'l

The climate s charactenized by
mild wet winters and hot dry sum
mers., The architect had visited
Maravoor many times carlier,
and was imitally reluctant to
introduce any man-made inter
ventions in this eco hot spot
However, meetings and chats
with the yvoung artist clients
ironed out many of Eugine’s
apprehensions, as he realized thar
they were not just artists but
nature-lovers, vegerarians and
naturopaths, and all they wanted
WS |||'\r | '|'|'|'||'|||'||.II strucrurce 1n
an old sugarcane held

Ihe seven-acre property was
amazing — abutting a river and a
perennial stream, it had huge
boulders and beautiful trees and
was home to birds and butter
Hics. Eugine started with meticu
lously surveving, photographing
and documenting the site to
understand every tree, rock and
|'|.|1|.t|.'|| Warcroomurse

His concept for the building
was to make a mumimal, basic vet
sensitive and artistic structure
that responded to its surround

ings, using local materials and







technology, whose form would
be in harmony with the sur
roundings, and one which would
ensure cultural continuim

A verandah, which allows one

v enjow the beaunty of the s
roundings, almost wraps around
the structure and forms the main
activity arca. The ground floos
comprises one bedroom and
living space, with a semi-open
bathroom, and a staircase that
leads to the iving space upstairs

I'he form evolved naturally
responsc [o the rocks and the sur
rounding mountains. The arra

of huge boulders was left undis

turbed and the house secems o

spring from and is a part of the
landscape even the stairway
leading to the upper living arca s
._!-._'.IE' I.".I||'| ds A sCU |"'|I||i,'_ |||:_'.|:'|:
et | E'. i II!-.'I:_'_||I:_'_ EdIL il |||\_' :_:Ill:_' 1l
[The doors are designed with cut
pedes in] |1l||:_:i| ::|!'|'l._'| Loy IMatcn
the texture and colour ot the
walls, The windows of the living
rca and bedrooms are n
unframed plain glass, that allow
in the bintastic views ot the out
side, while the retlecnons on the
glass give an dlusion of an am
mated painting that keeps chang
img with the changing scasons
Lhe bathroom was designed

the same ven, and has a non-ship
floor made from the natural
boulders collected from the sit
Eugine has thought ot everny
derail even the WO 1s de \I_.'_."Il..!
tor cater to both western and
Indian needs. A very basic tap is
connected o the stream through
a pipe, which gives a continuous
How of tresh water, withour con

\III'I!!"I:.'_ ANY CNCTEY
MATERIALS

I'he structure was butlt with the

nud and stones excavated from

Sculpturesque forms. All the spaces,
including the stairway seem to organically
emerge from the ground. A verandah, which
wraps around the structure, has a floor of a
mixture of lime, mud and jaggery.



the site for constructing the rain absorb solar hear dunng the day,
water harvesting storage tank and radiate it back ar night.

Adobe walls are appropriate for ‘No other building material
this chimate with its swings of tem can equal mud It 15 economi
perature from day to night, as they cal, adaprable, easy to maintain,

Only natural, local materials have been used.
The roof is in timber and thatch,
the flooring is in rustic handmade clay tiles and
even the bed is crafted out of mud and waxed
with honey bee wax!

energy ethicient, a good insulator
against both hear and cold, and
allows community involvement
with local labour. There is no
smell of svnthetics, no sound ol
mechanical svstems and no rat
thing when the wind roars. It 1s
also the basic building block than
causes the least impact on the
environment, as it can be recy
cled. The mining of river sand
and quarrving of stones can be
reduced considerably if we can
successtully subsotute these mate
rials with mud,” savs Eugine

Rustic hand-made clav tiles,
made of local clav and fired on
site by rradinonal crattsmen, form
the intenor floors, while the floor
of the verandah, echoing the
colours of the landse ape, is in a
mixture of lime, mud and the
tamous Marvoor jaggery!

I'he roof, made of locally avail
able timber and thatched with
palm leat, 1s skilfully configured to
allow views of the surrounding hills
and let in light, while careful posi
oonmg of windows also allows as
much natural light as possible into
the interiors. The artists have cho

sen o eschew electric lig

ht, preter
nng to use candles made of natural
wax from the local honevbees

Equally natural are the plants
that have been chosen for the
landscaping - they are all local
species, and provide sustenance
for the artists as well as tor birds,
squirrels and buttertlies!

I'his 15 a retrear where the
occupants’ environmental con
sciousness and desire for a simple
lifestvle are in perfect harmony
with the architect’s selection of
building materials and rech
niques. Together they illustrate
how sustainable architecture can
provide a resource-ctiicient para
digm for anvone who cares aboun

the carth “1



